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The Nahum Chapin on the Bar, 1897, a line drawing by 
Mrs. Geoffrey W. Disston from “Notes On Quogue.’ 


See “Writing About Writing’ section 
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Visitors Welcome 
The General Museum-Library of 
the Suffolk County Historical So- 
ciety, at Riverhead, is open daily 


(except Sundays and Holidays) 
from one to five P. M. 
Visitors always welcome (no 


charge) at this educational insti- 
tution where items connected with 
Long Island’s history, culture and 
natural sciences are on display. 
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Brands at the Lowest 
Prices and in various size con- 
tainers to suit your needs. Losi’s 
Liquor Store, 170 Park Ave., Amity- 
ville. 
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L. I. FORUM INDEX 

The Queens Borough Public Li- 
brary sells a complete index of the 
Long Island Forum for the years 
1938-1947 inclusive, at $1 postpaid. 
Also for the years 1948-1952 in- 
clusive, at 50 cents postpaid. They 
may be obtained by writing to the 
Long Island Collection, Queens 
Borough Public Library, 89-14 Par- 
sons Boulevard, Jamaica 32, New 
York. 
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Old Time East End Fishermen 


As I sat in the early evening 
hours, here in my Florida home, 
musing over the past, I could al- 
most hear my father’s voice, tell- 
ing me about all of the fishermen 
of our community, East Marion, 
L. I., who had gone to distant 
places along the Atlantic seaboard, 
in the long ago, in their fishing 
smacks, or to set fishing traps 
from off the shore for a livelihood. 

I turned over the pages of his 
old scrapbook, and this is what I 
found. 

Some twenty hardy fishermen 
left their homes during some sea- 
son of the year, while others re- 
mained away permanently, all of 
them keeping in touch with old 
friends and neighbors in East 
Marion. 

The usual pattern of their fishing 
activities was to fish in northern 
tributaries of the Atlantic during 
the spring and summer, then in the 
late fall and winter in southern 
waters. 

They were like the migrating 
birds back and forth between North 
and South. 

The traps made of seine, bailed 
up with rope and shipped by rail 
to locations previously selected. 
Stakes cut from the nearby woods 
were hauled to the beaches by 
oxen. 

Flat bottom rowboats were used 
to tend these traps, carrying the 
fish to the docks where they were 
packed in ice and sent to the south- 
ern cities, or to Fulton Market, 
New York. 

Some of the fishermen lived in 
small frame shanties, doing their 
own cooking, sleeping in bunks 
with straw in a homemade bed 
ticking brought from home in their 
canvas sailor bags. A small tin 
box with a few home remedies in 
case of sickness. Jamaica ginger 
was always included to avoid 
cramps from drinking water taken 


Continued on page 190 
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Nassau “Point, Southold own 


HIS interesting _ peninsular, 

Nassau Point, juts out straight 
south into Little Peconic Bay from 
the mainland of the North Fork of 
Long Island. Its extreme narrow 
point is a spit of shining sand over 
six miles from the post office at 
Cutchogue which serves its inhabit- 
ants. In colonial days and up to 
comparatively recent years this bit 
of land was Little Hog Neck. Just 
when it was given the more digni- 
fied name of Nassau Point is hard 
to say but it was probably in Civil 
War days. However the former 
name had nothing to do with swine 
as it is said to have come from 
the Indian word “huggannuc’, 
meaning a peninsular, which the 
English colonists translated into 
Hog Neck. Another Indian name 
used on Nassau Point is ‘“Mono- 
weta’” and incidentally we are told 
Peconic was origins!ly ‘Pecanuc’’, 
meaning a place of nut trees. 

In former days this body of land 
was heavily wooded and even now, 
although many homes have been 
erected, there is much uncleared 
acreage. The land surface is said 
to contain about six hundred acres 
and there is a waterfront of ap- 
proximately ten miles. There are 
hills and valleys and sandy beaches. 
There are two inlets on the west 
side suitable for safe harbors for 
small boats. Due to the uneven 
contour of the land the roads are 
of necessity hilly and winding. 
There is a Jenning’s Point and one 
called Conkling’s Point. One sec- 
tion of the waterfront was known 
as Carrington’s Cove. 

In the seventeenth century will 
of William Wells, the first of the 
Wells family on Long Island, he 
bequeaths to his son William “Ye 
farm” * * * as likewise my neck 
of land commonly called Little Hog 
Neck * * * with half my meadow 
of creek thatch adjoining to Bull's 
Neck.’ Mention is also made of 
“my farm of Quasnecke.”” The 


Wells family had extensive hold- 
ings around Cutchogue. It appears 
the properties were handed down 
through the years to the eldest sons. 
Beside the original William there 


Glarence ‘Russell Gomes 


were three other Williams, a Ben- 
jamin and a James Wells. 

The Wells family held Little 
Hog Neck until the early 1860's 
when it was sold to Edward White 
Burr who was born July 14th, 1814. 
Somewhere here a Mr. Carrington 
came into the picture also. It is 
believed both were from New York 
City. Three dwellings were erected 
by Mr. Burr, the main house being 
a very large one. One of these 
houses was occupied by Dr. A. B. 
Carpenter who previously had re- 
sided on the main street in Cutch- 
ogue. He was the Burr family 
physician. 

Edward White Burr, Junior, born 
in 1863, used to tell an amusing 
story. When he was a small boy 
a man who worked on the grounds 
told him that if he stood on a 
certain spot and said ‘Raw head 
and bloody bones, Connick come 
up’ that an Indian chief, Connick, 
would appear and talk to him. So 
young Burr would stand on the 
proper spot, recite the incantation 
and run as hard as he could, nearly 
scared to death. 

The Burr family stems from 
early colonial settlers. Two brothers 
came from England, one settled in 
Hartford, the other in Fairfield, 


# 








Connecticut. The Nassau Point 
Burrs came from the latter place 
and their family plot is in the well- 
kept Cutchogue cemetery. Incident- 
ally this burial place was spoken 
of in a magazine a few years ago 
as being one of the finest and best 
kept in the nation. 

Edward White Burr, Senior, was 
a second cousin of Aaron Burr and 
remembered being taken to see him 
when he was a small boy. Aaron 
Burr, then a major, took part in 
the Battle of Long Island and is 
said to have saved a body of patriot 
troops from capture by the British. 
He was with Washington’s ragged 
army at Valley Forge and served 
with distinction throughout the 
Revolutionary War, being promoted 
to a colonelcy. Later he was a 
United States senator and was vice- 
president of the United States. He 
stood high in his class when he 
graduated from the College of New 
Jersey, now Princeton University. 

His father was president of the 
aforesaid college and had been ac- 
tive in establishing that seat of 
learning and in building Nassau 
Hall. An excellent portrayal of the 
latter was shown on a three cent 
stamp quite recently. Esther Ed- 
wards Burr, the mother cf Colonel 
Aaron Burr, was a daughter of the 
noted theologian Jonathan Edwards. 


~~ a 





Old House at Nassau Point 
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It would appear the character of 
Aaron Burr has been much_be- 
smirched by many political enemies 
and historians. 

Mr. Burr, Senior, is said to have 
sold the whole of Nassau Point to 
a Mr. Tweedy and the latter shortly 
after to a Mr. Wilson. The Wil- 
sons were an English family and 
turned the large mansion into the 
semblance of an English manor- 
house. It appears few people in 
Cutchogue knew much about the 
Wilsons or where they came from. 
At any rate it is known that they 
had horses and carriages of all 
kinds as older residents in the sec- 
tion recall seeing them drive off of 
the point in something like a small 
circus parade. This was probably in 
the 1880's when there was no paved 
road, only the hard sand to drive on 
on the narrow neck connecting the 
peninsular with the mainland. In 
some of the hurricanes of recent 
years Nassau Point was made an Is- 
land and this road was deep under 
water so that no passage was pos- 
sible for a day or two. 

After the regime of the Wilson 
family the Mutual Life Insurance 
Company took charge and they sold 
to Pennock & Johnson, Brooklyn 
real estate people. Then members 
of the Crescent Athletic Club, also 
of Brooklyn, appear to have taken 
title as of January Ist, 1918, as 
The Nassau Point Club Properties, 
Incorporated. 

One of these later proprietors is- 
sued a well gotten up brochure 
describing the beauties of Nassau 
Point, telling how it would shortly 
become a second Newport or Bar 
Harbor, citing its nearness to the 
great metropolis and in general 
making it appear that this was to 
be the ideal resort of the nation. 
It was called Peconic Park. 

The lovely curve of the beach 
on the east side of the causeway 
leading from the mainland has been 
likened to that on the Bay of Nap- 
les minus Vesuvius. The houses 
on Fisherman's Beach have water 
on either side almost lapping at 
their foundations at high tide. 

In March 1909 fire destroyed the 
plant of the County Review at 
Riverhead, then owned by Harry 
Lee, Republican leader of Suffolk 
County. A bigger building and 
plant took its place. 


184 


OCTOBER 1959 








THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK 
ond Trust ComparyOF BAY SHORE 





—-A FRIENDLY LOCAL BANK- 


Two Convenient Offices in Bay Shore 
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— Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation — 
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Grumman Aircraft Engineering Corp’n 
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Designers and Manufacturers of the 
Cougar S2F Sub Killer 
and the Albatross 
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Airplanes for the U. S. Navy and the Air Force 














JOHN E. NICHOLSON 
President 


WILLIAM A. NICHOLSON 


Vice President 


Nicholson & Galloway 
Established 1849 
Roofing and Waterproofing 


Difficult commissions accepted to correct wall and roof 
leaks in schools, churches, banks, public buildings, ete. 


426-428 East 110th Street Cedar Swamp Road 
New York City Brookville, L. 1. 
LEhigh 4-2076 M Ayfair 6-0020 
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THREE OFFICES FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE 
GLEN OAKS — BAYSIDE — WINDSOR PARK 
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Per Annum, Compounded Quarterly 
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“Ohe Onderdoncks of &7¥Canhasset 


EW of Long Island's early 

Dutch families can trace a 
more distinguished ancestry than 
the Onderdoncks, who include in 
their lineage two Bishops, two 
prominent Revolutionary patriots, a 
noted antiquarian, and civic leaders 
from colonial times to the present 
day. 

Genealogists trace this ancient 
family back to Adriaense Onder- 
donck (usually pronounced Under- 
dunk) who emigrated from the 
Netherlands to New Castle, Dela- 
ware, probably before 1664. An- 
dries, his only son, founded the 
linc on Long Island. A native of 
New Castle, he moved to Flatbush 
and subsequently to Jamaica, where 
he is said to have been killed when 
a wagonload of straw was over- 
turned on him. All the more recent 
Onderdoncks the ‘‘C’’ has been 
dropped by later generations — are 
his descendents. Many of them 
spent part or all of their lives in 


Peter LuysterUan Santvoord 


New York City, but the family 
seat was at Cow Neck, later Man- 
hasset, on the old Queens County's 
North Shore. 

Andries Onderdonck, named for 
his father, settled there. He re- 
ceived an appointment as Judge in 
the colonial court system in 1756, 
and died at Cow Neck two years 
later. 

His son Adrian was promineat 
as a Revolutionary patriot. He 
started his political career as Asses- 
sor in 1771. When the resentment 
against imperial rule began to crys- 
talize, he was elected Deputy Chair- 
man of the Whig Committee in 
Hempstead Town. Soon after the 
Battle of Long Island, he was ar- 
rested by a detachment of British 
Light Dragoons and carried off to 
the infamous Provost Prison in 
New York. He survived the or- 
deal, and returned to Cow Neck at 


the conclusion of the war. 

The State Legislature ordered a 
special Town Meeting in 1783 to 
replace the Loyalist town officers 
with Whigs, and Adrian Onder- 
donck was chosen Supervisor. A 
year later, when North Hempstead 
became an independent township, 
he was elected its first Supervisor 
at the original Town Meeting, held 
in Searingtown. He was re-elected 
in 1785, but resigned at the con- 
clusion of his second term. He 
died in 1794, aged 67 years. 

But without doubt Adrian’s older 
brother Hendrick is now regarded 
as the more famous Patriot, for tt 


is his name that is recorded in 
General George Washington's 
diary. Hendrick was one of the 


leading citizens of Hempstead Har- 
bor (Roslyn) during the war. He 
built the house on Northern Boul 
evard which was later occupied by 
the Bogart family and is now the 
restaurant known as George Wash 





Glimpse of Roslyn, Showing Onderdonck Home in Background 


From watercolor by Cyril A. Lewis 
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ington Manor. In 1758 he pur- 
chased the grist mill near his home, 
which is still standing, now a tea 
house including a small museum. 
Here grain was ground for local 
usc, and for export to the West 
Indies. Hendrick also established 
a general store and a paper mill. 
The latter building, restored by the 
American Legion, stands in the 
present beautiful Roslyn Park. Some 
portions of the foundation are said 
to be original. 

Hendrick Onderdonck was chos- 
en Member for Queens County in 
the New York State Assembly in 
1783. In 1790, George Washing- 
ton ate breakfast with him at his 
Roslyn home. The President visit- 
ed both mills, and is said to have 
made a sheet of paper himself. 

The mill-owner’s business made 
him a very wealthy man, and he 1s 
reported as a slave-owner in 1760. 
A true Dutchman, he never learned 
to speak English very well. He 
married Femmety (Phoebe) Tread- 
well of Great Neck, a Tory. Of 
her, Marion Willets Brower relates 
the following anecdote: ‘There is 
a fantastic story of how Phoebe 
lost her eye: she was being laced 
into a corset by her maid-servant, 
and the maid had a fork in her 
hand with which she was forcing 
the laces through the holes, and 
when her mistress turned her head 
suddenly, the tines of the fork in- 
advertantly pierced her eye.” 

Hendrick had 12 children. The 
oldest, Benjamin, studied medicine 
and was considered to have a bril- 
liant career before him, but he died 
at the age of only 21 years, on the 


Dutch island of St. Eustatia, in the 
W’est Indies. 

Of the more recent members of 
the family, two have been chosen 
Bishops of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church. Benjamin Treadwell On- 
derdonk was elected the fourth 
Bishop of New York State in 1830. 
He rode out from New York City 
to consecrate the original St. Paul’s 
Church, Glen Cove, and is listed 
as one of the first subscribers of 
funds to this parish. At the time, 
there was only one Bishop for th 
entire State; although now there 
are four, Long Island having its 
own diocese, with headquarters in 
Garden City. 

Benjamin's brother, Henry Ustic 
Onderdonk, was consecrated Bishop 
in 1827. His name is best pre- 
served as author of the great hymn 
“How wondrous and great, Thy 
works, God of praise!” This is 
Number 260 in the present Epis- 
copal hymnal. Composed in 1826, 
it is now generally sung to the 
tune “Old Hundred Fourth.” 

Still more recently, there is the 
work of Henry Onderdonk, Jr., a 
native of Manhasset. Educated at 
Columbia and Cambridge, he was 
for many years Principal of Union 
Hall Academy in Jamaica, whete 
he died in 1886. He was the au- 
thor of Revolutionary Incidents of 
Queens County (1846), without 
doubt the most important single 
volume ever written on this sub- 
ject. Onderdonk had access to old 
newspapers and periodicals which 
recorded many of the incidents he 
presented. He also used rare manu- 
script sources. 
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Henry's brother, Judge Horatio 
Gates Onderdonk. was one of the 
most prominent citizens of Man- 
hasset during the middle 1800's. 
He built the famous house on 
Northern Boulevard near the Man- 


hasset Meeting House which is 
regarded as the finest surviving 


example of Greek Revival archi- 
tecture on Long Island. The old 
mansion has a two-story portico of 
immense Doric columns. 

It is curious that the famons 
members of the Onderdonk family 


Continued on page 188 








AUTHORITATIVE 
MUTUAL FUND 
SPECIALISTS 


Mr. Scott has had over 
$5 vears of investment 


experience 


Randolph Scott & Co. 
INCORPORATED 
190 Merrick Road 
AMITYVILLE, N. Y. 
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Broadlawn Manor Nursing Home 





Especially Constructed Building 
BATH IN EVERY ROOM 
—— 
400 Broadway (Route 110), off Sunrise Highway 
Amityville, Long Island 


Gracious Living for Convalescent 
and Retired Guests 
f}]—Recreation Program 
{s]—Rehabilitation Facilities 
{}—Post Hospital Care 


AMityville 4-0222 








Autumn Gifts 
IN CHINA 
Minton Bone, Spode, Doulton 
Syracuse, Lenox 


IN STERLING 


Stieff Towle Gorham 
IN GLASS 
Fostoria Tiffin Duncan 


And Other Quality Lines 
TOOMEY’S GIFTS 








85 Main St. BAY SHORE 
17 E. Main St. Smithtown 
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Funeral Home, Inc. 
67 Broadway l 


Amityville, New York 
AMityville 4-0172 
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(Cutchogue’s ‘Pequash (Club 


Mm exclusive than a country 
club and as difficult to get 
into as the Social Register, but with- 
al as simple as any gathering where 
men prepare their own food, Cutch- 
ogue s Pequash Club is one of the 
most unusual organizations on the 
North Fork of Long Island. 

Now in its 70th year, with its 
thirty members, one of them, Wil- 
liam Midgeley, Jr. of the 4th gen- 
eration, whose occupations range 
from banker to farmer, from con- 
tractor to teacher, the group meets 
the second Saturday of each month 
to eat lunch together. Some eat 
in dungarees, others in grey flannel. 

But while eating together regul- 
arly may said to be a typical mas- 
culine tendency, the ritual attendant 
here on club meeting days gives 
added glamor to the kettles of clam 
chowder, scallop stew and other 
culinary favorites which furnish 
the one-dish meals to which the 
group ts partial. 

According to the constitution and 
by-laws of the Pequash Recreational 
Club a committee of five furnishes 
the rations for the meetings. This, 
translated with simple arithmetic, 
means that each man serves on the 
committee twice a year. But this is 
not all. Rule 1 of the by-laws 
states that “no member shall eat 
less than two tureens of chowder 
or soup or more than four tureens 
full’ A fine of 5 cents per plate 
is imposed for violations. 

Each month members of the ra- 
tion committee leave early for the 
clubhouse, a small frame building 
on the shore of Peconic Bay. This 
was built originally in 1890 for 
$97.98 with furnishings, including 
stove; pipe and dishes adding an- 
other $10.02 to expenses. 

Carefully they build a fire in 
the fireplace; the stove is purely 
for warmth during the winter 
months. Then, in typical masculine 
fashion they begin dumping into 
the huge black kettles the ingre- 
dients which instinct, and a certain 
amount of experience, tell them will 
provide the right combination of 
flavor and nourishment. to 
fy the group's noonday hunger. 


satis- 


Eunice Telfer Juckett 


Younger members serve 
apprenticeship on the ration com- 
mittees, learning the ritual which 
includes the correct way to cut salt 
pork and the right dash of season- 
ings, before being allowed to tackle 
the job unassisted. 

The old black kettles and open 
fire are used, explain the members, 
“because that’s the 
chowder so good A ashes 
blow in and give it flavor.’ 


a rigid 


what makes 


few 


But even with this strict adher- 
ence to custom, on certain occasions 
a non-conformist may do a bit of 
experimenting. The story goes that 
on one sad clam _ bellies 
were actually ground up instead of 
being tossed in whole. The result- 
ing pea-soup appearing mixture was 
not at all to the liking of club 
members and no fines were col- 
lected from those failing to con- 
sume the required two tureens. 


occasion 


How do the wives take to these 
Saturday shenanigans ? 
for the most part. They are even, 
upon occasion, persuaded to pro- 
vide dessert, generally in the form 
of a variety of succulent pies. As 
a reward they are invited to attend 
one monthly meeting, the clean-up 
meeting. This the men schedule in 
June, and even go so far as to offer 
the ladies strawberry shortcake as 


Resignedly, 


a reward for their assistance in the 
general scrubbing up details. 

Another break in the anything 
but monotonous 2nd-Saturday-of- 
each-month-luncheon-meeting is the 
annual meeting held each year on 
Washington's birthday. Departing 
from their one-dish practice, the 
men generally prepare a full course 
meal, perhaps turkey and all the 
trimmings. Maybe this is the rea- 
son that back in 1894 it was decided 
a dishwasher should be hired for 
the annual meeting. 

The same year an addition, 14 x 
16, was built to the clubhouse. 
The members came with their beds 
on Thursday morning and stayed 
overnight to get the job finished. 
Materials came to $106.19. At this 
time honorary members, those who 
had reached the age of discretion 
and were no longer assigned ‘'ra- 
tion committee’ duties, were given 
the task of killing the horse flies 
on the windows. 

In 1896 the club began August 
pilgrimages to the Moriches Life 
Saving Station. This custom was 
carried on for a number of years. 
Sometimes the members traveled by 
stage coach. Sometimes they went 
by boat through the canal. In later 
years, they even went by car. 

Membership in the chib runs 
largely to well-known, and historic, 
North Fork names, with liberal 





A Meal in the Clubhouse 
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sprinklings of Fleets, Howells, Bee- 
bees, Glovers and Tuthills. Ages 
range from 30 to 80, with mem- 
bership passing from father to son, 
or another near male relative. 

“Once a city feller wanted to 
get in,’ a member of twenty years 
standing points out. “He tried real 
hard, but he didn’t have any rela- 
tive to go in for, and no one would 
recommend him when a_ vacancy 
came up, so he just never did get 
in. 

On the other hand, sometimes a 
father and son are both members, 
the son having obtained member- 
ship through an uncle or grand- 
father, as did Otis Davids, whose 
father, Alfred Davids is a former 
president. Current president of the 
group is Leander B. Glover. 


The Ola family’s youngest gal 
Was known as Min the Bowler 

For she could outbow!] all the boys, 
Could that gal Mineola. C.H. 








Island’s Largest Display 


Ira J. Friedman, 215 Main Street, 
Port Washington, who has the 
largest display of Long Island 
books, maps and other material, 
is selling “Colonial Long Island” by 
Paul Bailey exclusively in that ter- 
ritory. Adv. 








The Barth-Hamilton 
Agency, Inc. 
Complete INSURANCE Service 
George C. Barth, President 
134A Broadway Amityville 


AM 4-6600 and 6601 




















STATEMENT 


required by the Act of August 24, 
1912, as amended by the Acts of 
March 3, 1933, and July 2, 1946 
showing the ownership, manage- 
ment, etc. of the Long Island 
Forum, published monthly at West- 
humpton Beach, N. Y. for October 
1, 1959. 

The name and address of the pub- 
lisher and editor is Charles J. 
McDermott, Morristown, N. J. 

The bondholders, mortgagees or 
other security holders owning or 
holding 1 percent or more of total 
amount of bonds, mortgages or 
other securities is Paul Bailey, 
Amityville, N. Y. 

Charles J. McDermott, Owner. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me 
this 8th. day of September, 1959. 

George E. Winters 
Notary Public, Suffolk County 
My commission expires 
March 30, 1960. 
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Continued from Page 186 
appear to have come in pairs. The 
six men whose achievements have 
been noted constitute three pairs of 
brothers. The family still survives 
on Long Island, and its descendents 
in the female line are very numer- 
ous. The name is preserved in the 
old houses and mills, on street and 
road signs, and certainly in local 
history. 





Do so enjoy the Forum and look 
forward to receiving it each month. 
Mrs. Charles E. Rowland, Garden 
City. 


For all the news of Huntington 
Township subscribe to The Long- 
Islander, New York State’s Largest 
Weekly Newspaper, 313 Main St., 
Huntington. 
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LONG ISLAND 
Books—Maps—Prints 
Paintings—Documents 
Bought and Sold 


Ira J. Friedman 


215 Main Street 


Port Washington 
Tel. PO 7-3547 


























E. CLAYTON SMITH 


Established 1913 
Jobber-Replacement Parts 
Tools - Equipment 
218-220 East Main St. 


Babylon Tel. MO 9-0551 





Village House 


Arts, Crafts, Americana 
Museum of the 
Oysterponds Historical 
Society at Orient, L. I. 
Open July 1 to October 31 
‘Tuesdays, Thursdays, 
Saturdays and Sundays 
2to5 P. M. 


Free Admission 

















The Bowne House 


Historical Society 
Judge Charles S. Colden, President 
presents 
The Bowne House 
Built 1661 
Bowne St. and Fox Lane 
FLUSHING, N. Y. 

A Shrine to Religion Freedom 


ADMISSION FREE 
Sundays, Tuesdays and Saturdays 3to5 P.M 














Suffolk Museum and 
Carriage House at 
Stony Brook 
Open 10 to 5:30 
Wednesdays thru Sundays 





Blomquist Laundry 
COMPLETE 
LAUNDRY SERVICE 
11 Cottage Row Glen Cove 
Tel. ORiole 1-1105 


Serving the Community 
Since 1900 























Main office: 


Plainview: 








Farmingdale Federal Savings 
and Loan Association 


1 
Latest Dividend 31% 


TWO CONVENIENT OFFICES 


312 Conklin Street, Farmingdale 
Phone CHapel 9-2000 


Old Country Road, Morton Village 
Phone OVerbrook 1-6100 


Compounded Quarterly 
from Day of Deposit 
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“Ohirty-eight Gold ‘ Pieces 


LTHOUGH Fire Island has 

not been mentioned as fre- 
quently as other locations along the 
Atlantic coast as a very probable 
site for buried treasure, there 1s 
little doubt about it. Between the 
years of 1700 and 1800 there did 
not exist a more perfect hiding 
place, and it can hardly be im- 
agined that it was not taken ad- 
vantage of. Wild and desolate, 
completely uninhabited save for the 
rambling and mysterious house of 
the savage and murderous Jeremiah 
Smith, a notorious wrecker who was 
lire Island's first resident; the ts- 
land could not possibly have been 
overlooked by coasting pirates; or 
for that matter, the deep-sea variety 
of the brotherhood. 

Fire Island’s long sloping beach 
was ideal for small-boat landing in 
calm weather, and providing that 
an off-shore breeze prevailed, it was 
as smooth as a mill-pond. Within 
a hundred feet of the dune bar- 
rier a perfect maze of scrub-oak, 
beach-berry and stunted pine pre- 
sented an almost impenetrable jun- 
gle of growth, and high dunes or 
oddly twisted trees offered land- 
marks for future recovery of any- 
thing buried there. Oddly enough, 
and in spite of this promising ap- 
pearance, it is the concensus of 
opinion between historians — that 
little of the treasure buried on Fire 
Island was ever recovered by those 
who buried it. The simple reason 
being that in one or two years a 
tremendous change can take place 
in the landscape, and what might 
have appeared a sure marker could 
be obliberated by the shifting sands. 

Nevertheless, enough treasure has 
been unearthed to make it plain 
that the island was well regarded 
as a repository. In the Forum some 
years ago, a well-authenticated story 
described how a large fortune was 
retrieved by three men who had a 
chart, and located their objective 
in a matter of hours. It is also a 
recorded fact that in the early 
1800's, two boys from the village 
of Bellport actually witnessed the 
burying of a leather trunk of en- 
ormous weight by a landing-party 
from a ship off shore, and almost 


Douglas Tuomey 


any old-time resident of the South 
Shore can remember the many sud- 
den and sometimes large activities 
that look place when some indica- 
tion of a buried treasure was dis- 
covered. 

The story of the thirty-eight gold 
pieces was first described more than 
sixty years ago by the illustri- 
ous Dr. Edward Richard Shaw, a 
great student of Long Island legend 
and history, and from his account 
and other research we have pieced 
together the following: 

During the War of 1812, there 
was great fear of the landing of 
large British forces on Fire Island, 
from whence a march could be 
made upon New York and Brook- 
lyn. It is a matter of record that 
volunteer Colonials of Suffolk 
County patrolled the beach day and 
night, ready with signals if such 
a landing should be attempted. 
Among the volunteers was one Ben- 
jamin Shalott, a native of the area 
now known as Bayport, and he 
along with three other men was as- 
signed the stretch of beach across 
the bay and running for eight miles, 
due east and west. Their patrol 
to be from sun-down to dawn or 
until relieved. Each man taking a 
two-mile beat. 

On the night he made his fan- 
tastic find, Shalott was plodding 
along the high-water mark on the 


beach, lost in his own gloomy 
thoughts because he was a poor 
man, and little happiness had ever 
come his way. It was nearing mid- 
night when he stopped, and stared 
at a strange glittering spark near 
the edge of the receding back-wash 
of the ebbing tide. Even as he 
squinted his eyes,and shaded them 
against the bright reflection of the 
moon on the calm water; another, 
and still another, and then a dozen 
sparks twinkled. 

Approaching the nearest of these, 
Shalott stooped and picked it up. 
His heart jumped as he handled it, 
for the weight told him it was 
gold. This was an English piece, 
as large as our present silver dollar 
and twice as thick. The face of the 
former English sovereign gleamed 
brightly from the action of sea- 
water and sand burnishing. 

Shalott’s first reaction was one 
of great surprise, because of the 
manner in which each gold piece 
was elevated slightly higher than 
the sand around it, and then re- 
called having seen the same phen- 
omena with heavy planks or other 
flat, weighty objects left by a gen- 
tle receding tide. Their weight 
having compressed the sand beneath 
and preventing it from washing 
away too readily. Father Neptune 
had indeed contrived for Mr. Sha- 
lott a regal gift, and made sure 
that he would see it. 


Continued on page 197 
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Leading Real Estate Brokers of 





Babylon 





CHARLES F. PFEIFLE 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 
Lots - Plots - Acreage 
W. Main, by Lake MOhawk 9-0644 








Ketcham & Colyer, Inc. 
INSURANCE 
George S. Colyer, Secy. 


Broadway and Park Ave. 
AMityville 4-0198 























Mineola 
J. ALFRED VALENTINE 


Est. 1915 





Realtor Insurance 
Appraisals 
148 Mineola Blvd. PI 6-7200 





Hicksville 


SEAMAN & EISEMANN, Inc. 
Real Estate - Insurance 
167 Broadway’ Tel. WElls 1-0600 








Riverhead 


DUGAN REALTY COMPANY 
Eastern Long Island Country 





Places along Ocean, Sound, 
Peconic, Shinnecock Bays. 








INSURANCE 


Robert Snyder 
MOhawk 1-2600 


Francis B. Garvey 
Babylon 














EASTPORT 
Edward B. Bristow 
Real Estate and Insurance 


Main Street EAstport 5-0164 














Savings Accounts opened 
and Banking-by-Mail 


The Union 
Savings Bank 


of Patchogue, New York 


The only Savings Bank in 
Western Suffolk County 


Member Federal Deposit 
Iasurance Corporation 























Continued from page 182 
from some nearby swamps. Others 
lived aboard their fishing smacks. 
This method of fishing was just 


before fishing steamers, power 
boats and trawlers came _ into 
existence. 


The fish have very little to say 
as to how they should be caught, 
but they still find their way on 
the table of the rich and poor, 
either fried, broiled or in chowder. 

The earliest record, as_ taken 
from the scrapbook, was that of 
John Milton Griffing, after a suc- 
cessful whaling voyage on the ship 
Argonaut with Captain Maltby 
Sayre, who offered him a_ boat 
steerer’s position on the next voy- 
age, but he decided to take up 
commercial fishing to be nearer 
his aging parents. (His brother 
Moses, my grandfather, was also 
a crew member on the Argonaut; 
because of illness his doctor ad- 
vised him to give up whaling. He 
became a farmer in his native 
village.) 

Captain John M. Griffing bought 
a fishing smack, and with his 
crew, roamed the Atlantic sea- 
board from off Charleston, S. C. 
(which was a good shipping port 
to the New York markets) to the 
shores of Maine. 

Nelson Beebe, with his son 
Charles, set their first traps in 
Chesapeake Bay, and in later years 
in the St. Johns River, Jackson- 
ville, Florida. They met with very 
good success. 

Captain Benjamin L. Potter set 
his traps along the shores of Rhode 
Island in the year 1880, a few years 
later he moved all of his fishing 
gear to Dividing River, Virginia, 
where he_ settled permanently, 
making that his year round home. 

At that same place Clark and 
Potter owned and operated a fish 
factory. 

Henry Belloste and many others 
located in the vicinity of Yorktown, 
Virginia. 

Captain I. B. Edwards, in his 
younger days set traps in the 
Chesapeake Bay. The climate did 
not agree with him, malaria cut 
down his usual vim, but to the 
astonishment of his colored crew, 
as sick as he was he did more 
work than they did. 

Captain Ike jokingly used to tell 
me that he was able to carry on 
because he had followed the advice 
of a colored mammy and tied a 
piece of tarred rope around his 
waist. 

Philip Vail the 


also went to 


Chesapeake for several seasons. 
As a rule he did very well. One 
year on his way home, passing 
through Long Island City Railroad 
Station, he pulled out his wallet to 
buy a ticket for Greenport; a thief 
grabbed the wallet which contained 
his season’s earnings. 

Philip was a good fisherman, but 
a poor beggar, so he walked the 
L. I. Railroad ties from Long Is- 
land City to Greenport, a three 
days’ jaunt. 

Continued Next Page 





Wading River 
WM. L. MILLER & SON 
Real Estate and Insurance 


Phone: Wading River 4323 
Port Washington 











Howard C. Hegeman Agency, Ine. 
Real Estate and Insurance 
POrt Wash. 7-3124 185 Main St. 





Commack 


Established — 1925 

JOHN W. NOTT 
Listings Wanted, Farms, Acreage, 
Water frontage Eastern L. I. Jeri- 
cho Turnpike at Commack, L., I. 
FOrest 8-9322. 








Huntington 





HENRY A. MURPHY 
INSURING AGENCY, Inc. 
Real Estate, Insurance, Mortgage 
Loans, Appraisals 
Steamship Tickets 
Cornelius L. Murphy Tel. Hunt. 176 


Wyandanch 








HAROLD S. ISHAM 
All Lines of Insurance 
Real Estate 
Straight Path, Wyandanch 
Tel. Midland 7755 





Mastic 





Realtor—Insuror 
BENJAMIN G. HERRLEY 
MONTAUK HIGHWAY 
Phone ATlantic—1-8110 


Glen Head 
M. 0. HOWELL 
Real Estate - Insurance 
25 Glen Head Road 
PHONE: ORiole 6-0491 
Agency Estab. Over 50 Years 


Central Islip 


ROBERT E. O’DONOHUE 
Carleton Ave. Tel. 6317 Central Islip 
Real Estate - Insurance 
Established 1911 
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Long Island’s Suburban Homeland 





Uniondale 


PETER P. ROCCHIO 
The Town Agency For 
Real Estate and Insurance 


889 Nassau Road, Uniondale 
Phone HEmpstead 2-6858 








Patchogue 





Realtors—Insurors 


JOHN J. ROE & SON 
125 E. Main St. GRover 5-2100 





Glen Cove 


HAROLD A. JACKSON CO. 
Insurance and Real Estate 
7 W.Glen St. Tel. ORiole 6-1500 
And 15 Forest Ave., Locust Valley. 


Westbury 











HAMILTON R. HILL 
Insurance - Real Estate 
For Westbury and Vicinity 
EDgewood 3-0108 249 Post Ave. 








Floral Park 


EDMUND D. PURCELL 
REALTOR 
Sales - Appraisals - Insurance 
111 Tyson Ave. FLoral Park 4-0333 








Lake Ronkonkoma 


CLIFFORD R. YERK 
l.ots, Farms, Shore Frontage 





Homes Acreage 
Rosedale Ave. and Richmond Blvd. 
Telephones Ronkonkoma 8543 and 8859 





East Norwich 


RICHARD DOWNING & SONS 
Established 1857 
Complete insurance Service 
Jericho Road 
Tel. WAlnut 2 0592 


" BENS T. WEST 


Real Estate - Insurance 


EAST JETAUKET 
— island, New York 
Ly t a 








. 101 Setauket 











Unqua Agency, Inc. 
General Insurance 
Real Estate 
GORDON W. FRASER, Mgr. 


170 Park Avenue AMityville 4-0876 








James Clark settled permanently 
with his fishing gear and family 
in Niantic, Conn. 

Sam Coles located in Noank, 
Conn., setting a trap, also lobster 
pots, in the Race. 

William H. Bahr, an orphan, lo- 
cated in Maine as a lobsterman, 
was there for twenty years, then 
returned with a fine family to his 
old home in East Marion; not as 
a fisherman any longer, but as a 
most successful farmer. He bought 
for all cash the Deacon Maxon Tut- 
hill farm where he had worked as 
a boy. 

Smack fishing was 

Continued on Page 196 


much more 


Correction, Cold Spring Station 


In the Forum for September ap- 
pears a letter by one William D. 
Slade of Tabor, New Jersey, con- 
cerning Cold Spring Station on the 
Leng Island Railroad. It contains 
a statement that the site of the 
station was changed toward the 
east in 1896, this at the request of 
the late Otto Kahn. This I think 
is an error. 

I commuted past this station 
pretty regularly for the first seven 
years of the century, and I clearly 
recall the removal of the station 
during that period. In addition, I 
question whether or not Mr. Kahn 
built his home on the hill above 
the station as early as 1896, and 
of course it was the building of his 
home that caused him to desire the 
moving of the station. 

I wonder if Mr. Slade can check 
on these dates and let me know 
definitely that he is correct in his 
recollection? 

Ward Melville, Stony Brook. 
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Westhampton Beach, I.. | 


East Quogue 


GEO. H. JONES 
Real Estate and Insurance 
Squires Ave., East Quogue 
Tel. Hampton Bays 2-0190 











Hubbell, Klapper & Hubbell 
LONG ISLAND REAL ESTATE 


65 Hilton Avenue 
Garden City, N. Y. 














Benj. G. Huskisson 
INSURANCE-REAL ESTATE 
POrt Jefferson 8-0372 


208 East Main St., Port Jefferson 

Allport, LONG ISLAND 
REAL ESTATE 

INSURANCE 
for more than 40 years 

Main office on Main road at 

Mattituck. Tel. Mattituck 9-8434. 

Nassau County office at 1699 

Northern Blvd., Manhasset. Tel. 

Manhasset 7 2646. 


























Real Estate Insurance 


EDWARD F. COOK 


East Hampton 
Telephone 4-1440 














LEON R. EDELSTEIN 
Babylon Town Real Estate 
Wanted to Purchase old L. I. 
Maps, Documents. 
630 Sunrise Highway Babylen 
Tel. MOhawk 9-1144 














Mortgage Loans 


First Mortgage Loans 
Are Our Specialty 
When you’ve found the 
home you would like to buy 
or build, consult us about 
financing. 


Suffolk County’s 
Oldest Savings Bank 


Incorporated 1858 
Southold Savings Bank 
Southold, New York 


Member Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation 
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Some Letters of Long “Ago 


{ N these days, with instant and 
accurate reporting, it seems 
impossible that in the old days ac- 
counts were so garbled that people 
questioned whether the battle of 
Waterloo was really a British vic- 
tory. Yet even long after the battle 
newspaper accounts raised a ques- 
tion of the outcome in the minds 
of American people. This is shown 
by a letter of my grandfather to his 
father, Thomas S. Strong, written 
on that date. 

“New York 3rd August 1815 
My dear Father 

I send you herewith a newspaper 
containing Gen. Wellington's of- 
ficial account of an action with 
Bonaparte. Opinions are very much 
divided concerning this battle and, 
as usual, everyone entertains an 
opinion the most consonant to his 
wishes. The Federalists think it 
a death blow to Bonapartist hopes. 
The Democrats think this retreat a 
mere feint to separate Blucher and 
Wellington and thus to effect a 
more easy conquest over both. The 
outcome (as the editors of news- 
papers who know nothing of the 
matter very wisely remark) time 
alone must determine. 

Your affectionate son, 

S. B. Strong’ (Selah) 

Another letter of interest is one 
sent to my grandfather by President 
Fisk of the Long Island Railroad 
in February 1841, which shows the 
trials and tribulations they had put- 
ting through the project of a rail- 
road on Long Island. Here are a few 
extracts from the letter: 

“In relation to the primary ob- 
ject of the road being to benefit 
the people of Long Island, it must 
be remarked that among the several 
causes of the disasters which befell 
the company, and caused a suspen- 
sion of the work, was the exhorbit- 
ant demands made by the land- 
holders on the Island to the extent 
of nearly $150,000 for land which 
had never been considered worth 
to exceed $5,000, and, as the 
amount of stock held upon the 
Island was but trifling, amountine 
but to a few hundred shares out 
of 30,000, the loss in the heavy 
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Kate W. Strong 


expenditure fell upon the share- 
holders in New York. 

“Nearly three years have elapsed 
since the suspension of this work 
and the board, after using every 
effort during that period to resusit- 
ate the company, by a careful and 
economical management of its af- 
fairs, the payment of a portion of 
its debts, by obtaining a loan of the 
credit of the State and the cooper- 
ation and assistance of the residents 
and landholders on the Island in the 
cession of the right of way and of 
conditional loans, have at length 
taken the proper steps to ascertain 
the practibility, with the means they 
possess, of proceeding with a por- 
tion of the work, and they have 
found on a careful examination and 
by the report of their engineer that, 
while the grading of the first pro- 
posed route for the first 20 miles 
would exceed $100,000, the same 
distance on the southerly route can 
be done for $31,000. Using this 
southerly route the company would 
be able to construct the first 20 
miles, giving a credit to the com- 
pany and value to the stock, which 
would enable them at no distant day 
to complete the line.” 

From what the president writes, 
the road would be expected to make 
its main profit mostly in winter, 
as in summer people would prefer 
to go by boat. He admitted that 
while the southerly route would 


take them mostly through uninter- 
esting scruboak, the rails would be 
so well laid the trains would go 
at the great speed of 30 miles an 
hour, and at that rate no one could 
see any scenery. 

Speaking of that, I remember 
reading in another family letter of 
their first trip on the railroad, up 
in New England I think it was, 
that the train went so fast one could 
not count the fence posts. I wonder 
what was the interest in counting 
them, anyhow ? 


Read Mr. Joralemon’s article on 

collecting L. I. material with some 
interest but, as he says of his col- 
lection, he ‘‘only scratched the 
surface.’’ Does he know of such 
items, for example, as ‘‘Report on 
The Mollusca of Long _ Island” 
by Sanderson Smith and Temple 
Prime; or, Eugene Armbruster’s 
‘History of Long Island’’ with ori- 
ginal pen and ink sketches by the 
author? Etc., etc. Thomas 
O’Connor, Port Washington. 
(Mr. J. does know of those pam- 
plets and has them. His article 
was necessarily short because of 
our space limitations. Ed.) 


I have read most of the excellent 
September Forum. The cover is 
especially fine, and I particularly 
liked ‘‘Henry Hudson’s Church’”’ by 
Henry C. Joralemon. (Miss) Mar- 
ior F. Overton, Flushing. 


Walt Whitman in 1850 was editor 
of the Brooklyn Freeman which he 
changed from weekly to daily. 





An early L | R R Locomotive 








OCTOBER 1959 


LONG ISLAND FORUM 


eManorville Was “Punks Hole 


ANORVILLE was once call- 

ed “Punks Hole’, according 
to documents in the Museum at 
the Manor of St. George, and the 
inhabitants of that place were re- 
ferred to as ‘Punks Holers’’. 

The name was trimmed to “Punx- 
ole’ in a document datelined River- 
head, September 18, 1793. Because 
still another interesting place-name 
appears, the paper is quoted in full 
after the date: 

“On this day William Smith 
Esqr. of Mastick the Manor of St. 
George and Selah Strong Esqr. of 
Brookhaven exhibited the Titles of 
Lands called Punxole or New Bos- 
ton to John Hulbert Esqr. and 
Jonathan N .Havens Esqr. Judges 
of the Court of Common Pleas in 
and for the County of Suffolk and 
they looked at the same and ex- 
amined a draught of the Lands and 
at the request of the said William 
Smith we have given it under our 


hands that we have seen the same. 
Jonathan N. Havens 
John Hulbert - - 

In 1833, ‘Point Billy” Smith, 
grandson of the William named 
above, drew a rough map of the 
area and marked in ‘‘Punkshole’”’ 
as one word. 

The historian William Wallace 
Tooker applied the name to ‘‘the 
village now known as Manor, Riv- 
erhead Town, or to a locality near 
that 


hamlet,” but current maps 
show it to be in Brookhaven Town. 
Tooker continues, “Punk was a 


name given by the Indians to a 
fungous growth found on old oak 
trees and stumps, and used by them 
for fuel.” In the Delaware tongue, 
punk also meant ashes, dust, tinder, 
or gunpowder. ‘The traditional 
origin of Punk’s Hole is that an 
early settler became lost in the 
woods, and was able to locate him- 
self only by the growth on some 


old trees in a hollow. On being 
asked where he had been, he re- 
plied, ‘At Punk's Hole’ : 

We have heard a less credible 
tale to the effect that the area was 
named for a General in the Revolu- 
tionary War, but until military in- 
dexes include a ‘General Punk” 
we shall have to dismiss this as a 
fable. 

An old news clipping in Mu- 
seum files shows that its anonymous 
author made a _ determined, if 
lengthy, effort to find the truth. 
We shall summarize most of itt: 
“Out on Long Island near Manor- 
ville, junction of the railroad, is a 
locality known as Punk's Hole.” 
In 1713, a vagrant known simply as 
“Honest John’ appeared, sought 
employment, and took to cutting 
wood and making charcoal which 
the natives called “Punk’’. ‘“‘Honest 
John” soon was renamed “Punk”, 


Continued on page 197 
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Are Being Financed by Your Savings Bank Now 





MORTGAGE MONEY AVAILABLE 
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RIVERHEAD SAVINGS BANK 
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“Writing cAbout Writing | 





T is a great pleasure to report 

this month that a book of 
major historical importance to Long 
Islanders has made its appearance 
titled modestly Notes on Quogue. 
It has been written by Richard H. 
Post especially for the year of com- 
memoration of the Tercentenary of 
the Quogue Purchase in 1659. 

Despite a dearth of source ma- 
terial, Mr. Post has put together 
a carefully documented, easily read 
record of the early settlements and 
activities of the people of Qua- 
quanantuck, now shortened to 
‘Quogue’ and, according to the 
author, pronounced so as to rhyme 
with “Morgue”. (Telephone oper- 
ators please note!) The book, at- 
tractively illustrated with line cuts, 
old photographs and water color 
reproductions has been well printed 
by the East Hampton Star. The 
author's stated objective is ‘devoted 
to recording relatively more about 
the village during its first two-- 
hundred years, less of the past hun- 
dred.’ This seems to us wise 
before it is too late — perhaps 
more can be said about the modern 
“boarding house era” at a_ later 
date. 

We know that Mr. Post took on 
his assignment of writing the book 
with little time allotted him 
perhaps he could have done more 
with more time but what he has 
done he has done beautifully. The 
book is published by the Quogue 


Tercentenary Committee. 








The Thompson House 
Route 25A, Setauket, N.Y. 
Open MAY 23 to OCT. 12, 1959 
Mondays - Fridays 2 to 4:30 
Saturdays 1 to 5 
Sundays 2 to 6 
Admission 25c. 


Sherwood-Jayne House 


Old Post Road 
East Setauket, N.Y. 
Open JUNE 2 to OCT. 9, 1959 
‘Tuesdays and Fridays - 2 to 4:30 
Admission 25c. 


Owned by The Society for the 
Preservation of Long Island 
Antiquities 


Send 25c. to S. P. L. I. A., Setauket, 
N. Y. for guide to 922 LANDMARKS 
OF LONG ISLAND including map, 
days, hours open, etc. 
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OCTOR ON A BICYCLE is 

really a series of anecdotes 
woven together to form the fabric 
of the life of a dedicated man, Dr. 
George S. King of Bay Shore. The 
man who first introduced the X-ray 
machine to Suffolk County and 
founded the first private hospital 
in the county, Dr. King had to 
fight jealousies of other doctors, 
ingratitude of patients, struggles 
with the weather — particularly the 
Great South Bay in storms to be- 
come finally, loved, respected and 
successful. 

Dr. King had many grateful pa- 
tients too and his life has been 
most rewarding and full. The book 
is rewarding — we like best the 
stories of his relations with pa- 
tients the girl whose life he 
saved returning to demand that he 
present her with a necklace to cover 
a scar on her throat; the man for 
whom he prescribed an enema who 
swallowed the soapsuds, and the 
ancient couple who wanted a baby. 
Dr. King told the wife that at the 
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couple's age it would be a “mir- 
acle’’ if they had a child whereupon 
she told her husband that if they 
had a baby the doctor told them 

it would be a “mackerel.” 
Many doctors have written books 
this one is interesting because 
it’s about Long Island but it’s good 
enough to interest anyone anywhere 
- Long Islanders or not. It’s pub- 


lished by Rinehart and Co. 


Strangely enough there is another 
anniversary in Quogue this year 
that of the founding of the Epis- 
copal Church of the Atonement. A 
booklet giving the history of the 
church for the past seventy-five 
years has been carefully written by 
the Rev. Charles Wilson Hubon of 
Westhampton. There are two il- 
lustrations, exterior and _ interior 
views of the church. It is an eight- 
page pamphlet plus cover printed 
offset by the Hampton Chronicle. 

May we congratulate the Society 
for the Preservation of Long Is- 
land Antiquities for their nicely 
printed and edited June Newsletter. 


The editor is Mrs. B. Langton 
Tyler. 
May we again remind authors, 
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printers or publishers of bcoks, 
booklets, pamphlets, etc. to send 
them along to us at Box 1568 West- 
hampton Beach. — we'd like to 
note them here. We're interested 
in anything printed about old Sea- 
wanhacky (Paumanok to you) in- 
cluding Brooklyn. 


HISTORICAL REVIEW pre- 
pared by members of the Oyster- 
ponds Historical Society is another 
attractive booklet recently off the 
presses of the Salisbury Printers of 
Uniondale. The cover has a strik- 
ing sketch of an Indian (the 
Corchaugs were down Orient way) 
by Miss Melita Hofmann, capable 
curator cf the Museum. There is 
an introduction by George R. 
Latham; a highly interesting article 
“The Families of Orient” by Nel- 
son and Mary Chapman which 
points up the fact that there are 
many families still there which are 
the tenth generation! 

A “History of Orient” by Dr. 
George E. Cottral is brief but ex- 
tremely informative. We have the 
fecling that the history may some 
day be expanded into a pretty good 
sized book. We hope so at any 
rate. 


Miss Hofmann has also written 


RECORDS 


RCA -Columbia- Decca 


Wide Selection of 


POPULAR 
CLASSICAL 
CHILDREN’S 


in all the speeds 


AMITY RADIO 


For Quality Service on TV 
72 Merrick Rd. AMityville 4-1177 


€pans 


AMITYVILLE DAIRY, INC. 




















For Home Delivery 
FReeport 8-8400 
I)Ker Park 2-8666 


For Store Delivery 
AMitvyville 4-045 

















LONG ISLAND FORUM 





Village House, Orient 
Home of Oysterponds Historical Society 


for the booklet ‘‘A Tour of Village 


House” which all Long Islanders 
should visit. In addition to many 
interesting things the museum 


houses the fine Long Island collec- 
tion of the late Clarence Ashton 
Wood who wrote for the FORUM 
fox many years. “The Old Orient 
Point Schoolhouse’ by Nancy L. 
Griffen and Grace B. House and 
“Activities of the Oysterponds His- 
torical Society” by Paul I. Valken- 
burg plus a list of Historical Site 
Markers complete the contents. It’s 
another must for collectors you 
can obtain one from the Society for 
$1.00 plus 10¢ postage. 

PETER COOPER AND HEMP.- 
STEAD, 1812-1818 by Semon H. 
Springer of East Meadow will ap- 
pear in a condensed version in the 


autumn issue of the Nassau County 
Historical Journal. 

The founding of Cooper Union 
in the Fall of 1859 by Peter Coop- 
er will be celebrated by Centennial 
events to be touched off by a laying 
of a cornerstone for the nuclear age 
engineering school near the present 
foundation building. Mr. Spring 
ers work deals with Cooper's life 
as a youth in Hempstead. 


Not too long ago Betty Sokolov 
wrote in Newsday; ‘‘The above his- 
torical references include Brooklyn 
because at one time Brooklyn was 
considered part of Long Island.” 
Well now we're confused — has 
there been an earthquake or did the 
building of the Brooklyn Bridge 
change geography — eh Betty? 

—C. J. M. 
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Carvings at Orient 


Perhaps the following will be of 
interest to your readers: 

These carvings are located 1,900 
feet east of Young’s Landing Road 
at Orient. They can be reached 
only by walking along the low 
water line. They are about 150 
feet east of the most prominent 
point of land and within 20 feet of 
the low water line. (I walked past 
them three times before I found 
them.) Most of the heads are 
about 12 inches high. The follow- 
ing were found and photographed 
on July 8, 1959. All of them are 
located along about 30 feet of beach 
front. 

Rock No. 1. A female Indian head 
marked, ‘‘Cut by E. A. Brooks’”’ 
and a male Indian head marked, 
‘In memory of vanished Poqua- 
tucks 1933’. 

Rock No.2. A climbing bear about 
three feet high marked ‘‘Bear 
Rock’’. Can be seen only at low 
tide on the vertical face of the 
rock. 

Rock No. 3. A white female face. 

Rock No. 4. A white female face. 

Rock No. 5. Five white female 
faces, an arrowhead and a male 
Indian profile. 

Rock No. 6. A white female face. 

Rock No. 7. A white female face 
and the head of a Greek god. 

Rock No. 8. A white female face 
and ‘‘B. Patty, 1924’’. 

Rock No. 9. A male Indian head 
marked ‘‘Montauk Indian’’ and a 
bird. Samuel B. Cross, West- 
hampton Beach. 


Continued from page 191 
hazardous than trap fishing, as the 
records show many casualties. 
Eight fishermen were drowned in 
a gale of wind in the vicinity of 
Cape Hatteras on _ board their 
smacks Emeline and Fame, Janu- 
ary 4, 1825, four brothers, Dan- 
iel, Joseph, David and Benjamin 
Griffing, with Captain James 
Beebe, his son Stafford, Horace 
Clark and Joel King. No wreckage 





The Orient Carvings 


or bodies were ever found. 
tain James A. Reiley of the smack 
Delaware was lost at sea off Cape 
Massachusetts. 
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Continued from Page 189 

In one hour Shalott picked up 
thirty-eight coins, all the same mint- 
ing. With each dip he glanced 
up and down the beach to make 
sure he was unobserved. His 
pockets were heavy and his blouse 
sagged with the weight, and he 
realized that the clink of the metal 
would expose his find to his com- 
panions. Turning to the dunes, he 
glanced about hurriedly, and se- 
lecting one he thought he could 
locate again easily, he scooped out 
a hole and buried all but two of the 
coins. These he secreted; one in 
each of his knee-high stockings. 

As dawn broke Shalott joined his 
companions and soon was on the 
way to the mainland. He was quiet, 
and joyful inside. Halfway across 
the bay a sudden thought made his 
mouth go dry. How would he ex- 
plain these gold pieces? They were 
British. They looked new. His 
head whirled as he saw himself at 
the end of a traitor’s noose. He 
could see the shocked face of the 
first tradesman to whom he offered 
a gold piece, and who would know 
that Shalott never had anything 
better than silver. 

Mr. Shalott had deep thinking 
to do, and as with most penniless 
men, he had acquired a certain 
amount of cunning. First he in- 
gratiated himself slowly with the 
local blacksmith, and then received 
permission to use his forge of a 
Sunday. Heating the two coins, he 
pounded them into a_ shapeless 
lump, but still solid gold and los- 
ing nothing with the eradication of 
the milling and features. As the 
coins became a nugget Shalott’s 
breath came more easily. The first 
nugget was sold before very long, 
and with each trip to the island 
only two coins came back in Sha- 
lott’s stockings. It took four months 
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before his treasure was completely 
converted, and four years before he 
stopped breaking into a sweat when 
he encountered any person in 
authority. 


The explanation of how the gold 
pieces came to be on the beach 
is quite simple. Undoubtedly they 
were part of buried loot which had 
been hidden too near the beach, 
and storms had eroded sufficiently 
to tear away the spot. Eventually 
tide and weather were just right to 
expose them. 

Incidently, this find was made 
just about five hundred feet west 
of where the Point O' Woods Hotel 
now stands. 


Continued from page 193 

after his product, and his dwelling 
was known as ‘“‘Punk’s Hut’. This 
was said to have stood a half mile 
southeast of “Wampnissic farm’, 
on the west side of a hill or rise 
through which ran the bed of the 
railroad. 

Punk’s Hut was near a deer trail, 
the news story continues, and long 
after Punk’s death, hunters used the 
dwelling or the remaining cellar 
hole as a meeting place. The hunt- 
ers then were called “Punk’s hunt- 
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ers’, and oldtime Manorville resi- 
dents used to say that the Punks- 
holers were “killing more deer than 
all the rest of the hunters in the 
town.” 

“Wampmissic’, spelled with the 
fifth letter as “‘m’, not ‘‘n’, is an 
Indian term for “a place of chest- 
nut trees’. In 1891, Tooker wrote 
to the owner of the place, W. J. 
Weeks, and learned that the chest- 
nut trees had been killed off by a 
great fire in 1862. In 1874, the 
historian Richard Bayles _ placed 
Wampmissic near the railroad, 
about three miles west of Manor 
station. 

Manorville was once a part of 
the Manor of St. George, and both 
that word and the shorter “Manor” 
derive from the title of the estate 
of Colonel William “Tangier” 
Smith. There is an unsubstantiated 
tale that a sign which directed 
travelers to that manor once had the 
“St. George’ crossed off, and that 
the area where the sign was be- 
came simply ‘Manor’. 

Another early name for Manor- 
ville was “Brookfield”, and_ this 
still survives in the name of a 
local church, and in an avenue go- 


Continued on back cover 
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Bunkering Followed Whaling 


As whaling went into a decline 
about the middle of the 19th cen- 
tury, another industry took its 
place to employ many a former 
whaleman as well as baymen. 
This was the netting and processing 
of bunkers or menhaden, a species 
of oily fish which had always been 
plentiful in the bays of the island 
as well as along its south shore. 

The farmer-fishermen of the east 
end had been netting bunkers ever 
since the first settlers of 1640 had 
learned from their Indian neigh- 
bors that these fish made excellent 
fertilizer for corn and other crops. 
It took the white man to himself 
learn, however, that the oil from 
bunkers could be used for many 
household and farm purposes _ in- 
cluding the dressing of leather for 
harness and boots and in water- 
proofing and strengthening ropes 
used about the farm and for boat- 
rigging. 

In order to extract this oil, try- 
pots were used as for extracting 
oil from whales. As time went by 
a number of bunker’ rendering 
plants were established near the 
shore of Peconic Bay and also on 
the ocean front. At first they were 
owned by groups of fishermen who 
caught their own bunkers. It took 
the sudden decline of the whaling 
industry, in the late 1840’s, to bring 
into the bunker business men who 
were able and willing to invest in 
what in time became an important 
industry. 

It is believed that the pioneer 
bunker magnate of eastern Long 
Island was Marcus Osborn, a resi- 
dent of Southampton town where 
he was known, without official 
reason, as ‘“‘Judge.’’ About 1850, 
having disposed of his whaling in- 
terests, he established a so-called 
fish factory on the shore of Jessups 
Beach which extended into Peconic 
Bay east of Robins Island. Here, 
within hailing distance of his home, 
he installed a number of try-pots 
and let it be known that he was 
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LONG ISLAND BOOKS 


By Paul Bailey 


“Physical Long Island” 


Its Geology, Archaeology, Beaches, Plains 
and Historic Storms 
More Than 100 Illustrations 
Hard Cover Cloth Bound, $4 Postpaid 


“Colonial Long Island” 


A brief history of the Island’s tirst 250 years 
More than 50) illustrations 
Hard Cover Cloth Bound Edition, $3.00 postpaid 


Saddle-stitched in stiff covers, $2.00 postpaid 


“Long Island Whalers” 


The history of whaling by L. I. ships and men for 
more than 200 years, briefly told. Showing the begin- 
ning, the rise, the peak and the decline and finish of 
the industry between the 1640’s and 1870’s. Well illus- 
trated. Postpaid $1. 


“The Thirteen Tribes” 


A brief account of the names, 
locations, customs, characteristics and 
history of the Long Island Indians. 


Well Ilustrated, $1 Postpaid 
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willing to purchase bunkers in any 
cuantity for cash. 

It is recorded that his first few 
batches of bunker oil were un- 
marketable, owing to its blackness, 
due to ‘‘under-cooking’’ which in 
turn was due to the rush of busi- 
ness and lack of storage. But very 
soon his experiments produced sat- 
isfactory results and Osborn’s fish 
oil was sought by manufacturers 
near and far, to such an extent, 
in fact, that he could not fill the 
orders. 

Soon thereafter, Daniel D. Wells 
of Greenport and his three sons, 
went ‘‘Judge’’ Osborn one better 
by installing a plant for steaming 
the oil from bunkers, which proved 
quicker and cleaner than boiling. 
Their plant was erected on the 
northerly shore of Shelter Island, 
opposite Greenport, and before long 
business was so good that they 
greatly increased their facilities. 

However, the odor from steaming 
bunkers, together with great piles 
of refuse which was sold for fer- 
tilizer, caused the good people who 
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thereabouts to make com- 
plaints. The result was a lawsuit 
which proved the plant to be 
public nuisance and eventually the 
Vellses sold out to a party from 
Connecticut who removed the fac- 
tory to that State in which com- 
monwealth it was the first of its 
kind. 

Meanwhile more and bigger 
p!ants with further improvements 
were established in other parts of 
the east end. All through the Civil 
War and the post war period the 
industry grew. By 1870 Long Is- 
land bunker oil and its several by- 
products including phosphate were 
being shipped throughout the coun- 
try as well as abroad. By 1875 
the industry had spread to other 
parts of the island as far west 
as Sayville. There Samuel W. 
Green, Smith & Yarrington, Wilson 
J. Terry and others entered the 
business with plants on both sides 
of the bay. Ii was these south- 
siders who first used the ‘‘purse- 
net’’ and tugs. 

Later came steamships. which 
averaged an annual catch of about 
five million fish which produced 
up to 24 gals. per thousand. Dur- 
ing the Gay Nineties the industry 
began to wane. The last plant on 
Long Island was at Promised 
Land, Montauk. Today bunkers 
are caught and processed at sea 
by large ships built for the pur- 
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pose. Thus another Long Island 
industry, founded on natural re- 
sources, f2 !ed into history. ee 
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ing north from Center Moriches. 
Brookfield was a tract of some 
6600 acres bounded north by Pecon- 
ic River, south by Dongan’s line, 
east by another tract called “Hal- 
sey's Manor,” and west by the old 
east line of Brockhaven Town. 
Tangier’ Smith willed it, with 
other properties, to his son Major 
William Smith, who in turn sold 
it to Benjamin Youngs of South- 
old for eighty pounds by a deed 
of February 4, 1721; Youngs im 
mediately resold the tract to nine 
teer other individuals. 

Coins from ‘‘the Money Ship" 
are still being found. A _ South- 
ampton man has found two during 
the past two years. Joseph Ray- 
nor, Hampton. Bays. 

Note: The Money Ship was wreck- 
ed off the south shore in 1816. 
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